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Bacsceat apud Winekefeld nostram uillam, que pertinuerant ecclesie Abbendonie, sed eas per predecessores huius
abbatis, uidelicet Adeldelmum et Rainaldum, hucusque tenuerat. Hanc redditionem primo apud castellum Wildesores
abbati eidem reddidit, et deinde ad Natiuitatem sancte Marie uxorem suam Beatricem cum filio suo Willelmo,
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Tamisie locatum, nomine silue continet, duas siluas, quarum una lerdelea, altera Bacsceat, dicebatur, illi uille Winekefeld
attinentes, sibi usurparet. Dicebatur is Walterus filius Oteri. Cuius potestati illo obniti parum profuit , cum esset illius
castelli et forestarum per comitatum | Berkescire ubique consitarum primas et tutor, et | milites nostri penes eum
excubias oppidi obseruarent. His itaque causis, quod sibi ille contraxerat, tunc retinuit.) OO0 : "ooooooooo
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oo o0®@o (Henricus rex Anglorum, W.filio Walteri, et Croco uenatori, et Ricardo seruienti, et omnibus ministris de
foresta Windresores, salutem. Sciatis me concessisse Deo et sancte Marie de Abbendona totam decimam de uenatione que
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A Note on the Royal Forests in Anglo-Norman England focusing on the Relationship between Abingdon Abbey and Windsor
Forest
Shigeki TOYAMA

This paper is an attempt to investigate the relationship between Abingdon abbey and a royal forester with particular
reference to the estate of the abbey at Winkfield, and to the forest privileges granted by the Anglo-Norman kings. In his writ,
William Rufus forbade Walter fitz Other, forester and castellan of Windsor, from interfering with the lands of the abbot,
including woods at Winkfield. Like so many disputes of the era, this actually had begun during the reign of William the
Conqueror and can be taken as one of the most common disputes between monasteries and royal officials during the period. It
could well be that unus homo(a man)in the Domesday Book entry for Winkfield and Walter fitz Other were one and the same
person. The clergy often ran afoul of forest law, but they benefited from special privileges contained in many royal charters.
The impact of the forest laws was mitigated by charters or writs issued for several monasteries. Unfortunately, there is not
enough evidence from both Williams to show how the forests were administered. Perhaps this may be a proof that the kings

only grudgingly allowed forest privileges to a few of his greatest barons.
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