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Abstract

This paper focuses on the historical development of the financing method of the
Employees' Pension Insurance. In Japan, the first public pension was the Seamen's
Insurance system that was established in 1939. The public pension system for
workers, which is called the Workers' Pension Insurance, was established in 1941.
The current Employees' Pension Insurance has its roots in the Workers' Pension
Insurance. The Workers' Pension Insurance had much to do with the wartime
situation and it was a fully funded system. Then, the system was converted to a
partly funded system. In order to contribute to current debates on the public pension
reform concerning the financing method, this paper focuses on the historical

development of the Employees' Pension Insurance.
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