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Debasement is the password of the base.
Nobility the epitaph of the noble.
See how the gilded sky is covered

With the drifting twisted shadows of the dead.
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The scoundrel carries his baseness around like an ID card.

The honest man bears his honor like an epitaph.
Look - the gilded sky is swimming

With undulant reflections of the dead.
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David Damrosch, What Is World Literature?, Princeton University Press, 2003.

X I

X

= =)

EfV-2EHIS S E SN2 0 480° XTI RO Q0% 4o v LEGREP I ARKAU K I 5 e EH-04950°
MIRT =N A= D H AT P Az D —R 2 QER QEWIEVFE OV 50°

Stephen Owen, “ What Is World Poetry”, in The New Republic (November 19, 1990), p.32.

Lawrence Venuti, The Translator's Invisibility: A History of Translation, London and New York: Routledge, 1995.
Stephen Owen, p.29.
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When Bei Dao’s poetry succeeds — and sometimes it succeeds wonderfully - it does so not by words, which are always trapped
within the nationality of language and its borders, but by the envisagements of images possible only with words. McDougall
also suggests this in her introduction. This is a possible solution to what a world poetry might be, a way of writing poetry that

is essentially translatable.
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